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5 Ways to Make Your Self-
Taped Audition Stand Out
By John Stoneburner | Posted July 13, 2015, 12:46 p.m.

Three years ago, the proverb “Necessity is the mother
of all invention” proved true for actor Omer Mughal.
When the need to self-tape his auditions became
more and more frequent, Mughal and a friend created
their own solution, Actors Taping Actors. Now, Omer
continues to thrive Atlanta where he has steadily built
a business that, “takes the pressure out of
auditioning,” he says, by providing a comfortable
space that actors can come and focus more on their
work and less on the technical aspects of taping an
audition.

Serving as cameraman, reader, and editor, Mughal
has gained a unique perspective on what makes a
taped audition really stand out. Here are his five tips.

1. Be comfortable. 1. Be comfortable. Arriving 10 minutes early to
your taping session allows you to settle in, relax, and
get your mind and body into work mode. Nerves,
traffic, anything you’ve already had to deal with can
affect your audition, so use that extra time to center
yourself, focus, and get ready for the work ahead. If

you’re not focused and connecting to the material, the camera will show it.

2. Be prepared. 2. Be prepared. Rehearse your scene many different ways: standing, sitting, walking into frame,
exiting off. Therefore, if a technical change has to be made you’re not married to only one way of
playing it. If you know the story and know your role you can easily adapt to any changes that occur
due to the limitations of self-taping.

3. Live in the moment. 3. Live in the moment. Connect with the reader as best you can. I’m an actor as well so I give
something to play off of. It’s still a cold read for me and it’s your audition but you won’t get the
deadpanned reader.

More Auditions for Actors

AUDITIONS & OPEN CASTING CALLS

POPULAR ON BACKSTAGE:

CASTING NEWS & REVIEWS RESOURCES ACTOR 101 FORUMS POST A JOB

NYC Auditions

Los Angeles Auditions

Auditions for Movies

Audition Tips

Backstage Experts
Answer: What Should
an Actor Never Do in an
Audition Room?

15 Tips for a Successful
Self-Taped Audition

7 Tips for a Better
Headshot

acting advice Actors Taping Actors
audition advice Backstage Atlanta
Omer Mughal self-taping

Photo Source: John Stoneburner

FIND TALENT JOINJOIN LOG IN

http://www.backstage.com/topics/SAG%20Awards/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/film/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/television/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/theater/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/awards%20season/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/casting/
http://www.backstage.com/accounts/subscribe/?utm_source=article&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=apply
https://www.facebook.com/omer.mughal.351?fref=ts
http://www.backstage.com/advice-for-actors/
http://www.backstage.com/news/auditions-location-type/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BV4j6-WOtVffrD9iohASFtoegC6DqsMsDAAAAEAEg2MX6GjgAWPiG9PU7YMm-uYfgo7QQsgERd3d3LmJhY2tzdGFnZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQPaAVpodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJhY2tzdGFnZS5jb20vYWR2aWNlLWZvci1hY3RvcnMvNS13YXlzLW1ha2UteW91ci1zZWxmLXRhcGVkLWF1ZGl0aW9uLXN0YW5kLW91dC_AAgLgAgDqAhYvOTAxMjU2MC9uZXdzX3JlY3RfdG9w-AKD0h6QA-ADmAPgA6gDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5GjU25CmBZkDL8fpW1wLQ7_u&sig=AOD64_0sKvOwomEByRRq1oMwle1Qgr0fTg&client=ca-pub-5248738143799018&adurl=http://casting.backstage.com/
http://www.backstage.com/casting/?min_age=1&max_age=120&union_status=&location=&geo=&radius=50&q=&sort_by=audition&page=1
http://cta-service-cms2.hubspot.com/ctas/v2/public/cs/c/?cta_guid=35d6df84-4e0c-4649-86c6-d4e6519d13e2&placement_guid=be23cec0-b164-4012-9013-c84b9225ad15&portal_id=200838&redirect_url=APefjpEvdHv1Vys14CXQ4rpp_NdCA25-dZhvRfRSO4_YcBde2MTY6xwQhbv4Sh7eOkm7xAsnBUP23xM8e1akXC8SoV5PUknCwbLq116-fm_e14GFpadXxlnsP3OyVuDsdC3YlgYK2A0S9bvsvrTaJhBGwBqyZ-dyKRzQ6Lxo5GeWJDRYKllEhk49CoV1pIriprOc-17jVxbAdTrD6UdUG3bQV--1p4GPOQaNdTw93Q0KqTO2HtxK0JrcwxReLRxuWbymcIz4kFHbt-H2nilediWH4TinYBlf9ZSSl3ocHhFcGG_elQf71qA&hsutk=3fdb701162791d55b093b00e07f6c414&utm_referrer=&canon=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.backstage.com%2Fadvice-for-actors%2F5-ways-make-your-self-taped-audition-stand-out%2F
http://www.backstage.com/
http://www.backstage.com/casting/
http://www.backstage.com/news-and-reviews/
http://www.backstage.com/resources/
http://www.backstage.com/actor101/
http://bbs.backstage.com/
http://www.backstage.com/casting/production_details/
http://www.backstage.com/casting/open-casting-calls/nyc-auditions/
http://www.backstage.com/casting/open-casting-calls/los-angeles-auditions/
http://www.backstage.com/casting/open-casting-calls/movie-auditions/
http://www.backstage.com/actor101/
http://www.backstage.com/advice-for-actors/backstage-experts/backstage-experts-answer-what-should-actor-never-do-audition-room/
http://www.backstage.com/advice-for-actors/backstage-experts/backstage-experts-answer-what-should-actor-never-do-audition-room/
http://www.backstage.com/news/15-tips-successful-self-taped-audition/
http://www.backstage.com/news/15-tips-successful-self-taped-audition/
http://www.backstage.com/advice-for-actors/backstage-experts/7-tips-better-headshot/
http://www.backstage.com/advice-for-actors/backstage-experts/7-tips-better-headshot/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/acting%20advice/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/Actors%20Taping%20Actors/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/audition%20advice/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/Backstage%20Atlanta/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/Omer%20Mughal/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/self-taping/
http://www.backstage.com/topics/kids/
http://www.backstageuniversity.com/
http://auditionupdate.com/
https://www.facebook.com/backstage
https://twitter.com/Backstage
http://www.backstage.com/messaging/
http://www.backstage.com/talent/
http://www.backstage.com/accounts/subscribe/
http://www.backstage.com/accounts/


7/20/15, 5:11 PM5 Ways to Make Your Self-Taped Audition Stand Out | Acting Tips | Training Advice, Best Monologues, How-tos | Backstage | Backstage

Page 2 of 3http://www.backstage.com/advice-for-actors/5-ways-make-your-self-taped-audition-stand-out/

READ ALSO:

Interview
Alessandro Nivola’s Second
Time Around in ‘The Elephant
Man’

Interview
How Rahul Kohli Landed a
Network Role on 1 Audition

Use your space. You have more room than you think to move, so don’t feel like you have to be stuck
on the mark. Live freely in that beautifully imagined world the writer gave you. You can always watch
playback, make any changes necessary, and shoot again until you’re satisfied with the work you’re
sending.

4. Make strong choices. 4. Make strong choices. Making strong, clear choices speaks volumes about your ability and,
most importantly, keeps the scene moving forward.

5. Take ownership of your audition. 5. Take ownership of your audition. This is your audition. The cameraman can make technical
suggestions that may bring certain moments out better visually, but it’s your work, so put the time in
to prepare for the audition. It’s your job to know how it should look, so that you can submit the best
audition tape possible.

Inspired by this post? Check out our Inspired by this post? Check out our Atlanta audition listingsAtlanta audition listings!!
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